THE CLASSICAL ACADEMY OF ARMS
 REVIEW BOARD ELECTRONIC MEETING
MINUTES 3 DECEMBER 2020 - 7 JANUARY 2021
Present by electronic mail were:

· Walter Green, Classical Fencing Master CAA – Director
· Paul Geraci, Maitre d’Armes USFCA – Review Board Member
· Eric Thompson, Maitre d’Armes USFCA – Review Board member

Approval of the minutes of the 19 November 2020 meeting was deferred until the next Zoom meeting.

7 December 2020.  A draft change to our Program Manual to amend the statement of Our Mission and Values was circulated on 3 December 2020 to incorporate the wording “We value diversity among our students and staff for the different perspectives and experiences a diverse membership brings to our efforts to provide excellence in our training, research, and publishing efforts.”

7 December 2020.  A discussion was conducted on 3 December 2020 as to whether we should introduce a change to the requirements for credentialing to include a requirement that candidates should have completed a first aid course.  After discussion, the board was split; one member feeling that such a requirement might be a good idea; one that it would be administratively difficult to track, that it would require us to make decisions about which first aid was adequate, and could create liability concerns; and the third that we should continue to recommend but not require sports first aid training.  No consensus being reached, the current statement recommending sports first aid course will be retained.

7 December 2020. A proposal was submitted on 3 December 2020 and adopted to require all credentialed members to complete SafeSport training or its equivalent athlete protection training in other nations.  For members in the United States who do not have access to SafeSport through USA Fencing, we will provide information on how to receive SafeSport training.  Appropriate wording will be added to the requirements in the Program Manual.  

7 January 2021.  A draft of a new Program Manual section on a Sportsmanship Code was circulated on 3 December 2020 to provide our candidates and our credential holders of a code that could be used for sportsmanship instruction.  Comments received questioned the appropriateness of returning the weapon of an opponent who had become disarmed.  This section is retained because it is a long standing provision in codes of conduct in classical period texts.  A second comment questioned the appropriateness of thanking the president of the jury following a pool.  The section was deleted because it posed the potential for a fencer to manipulate a president.  Minor typographical errors were corrected.  Absent further comments the requirement is incorporated in the Program Manual.

7 January 2021.  A draft of a new Program Manual section for the Requirements for Specific Schools was circulated on 21 December 2020 to address procedures for credentialing candidates who studied and taught schools of fencing that used only two or one of the standard weapons (Foil, Sabre, and Epee).  Comments were received on the draft resulting in the insertion of a table indicating how the timing of weapon requirements were to integrated with ranks for 3, 2, and 1 of the standard weapons.  Absent further comments the requirement is incorporated in the Program Manual.

A significant issue was raised in discussion as to how we limit the range of weapons (and by extension also schools of fencing).  This should be incorporated clearly in our Program Manual and the Academy’s Catalog – taken for action by the Director

There being no further outstanding business from calendar year 2020, the electronic meeting period was adjourned on 7 January 2021.


Walter G. Green III
Classical Fencing Master CAA  
